
 

 

 
 Board Minutes 

January 18, 2022  
  

Present: Burk, Schneider, Reuter, Joyce, Doll, Smith 
Absent: Lenger, Kleeman, Muir 
 

Approval of Agenda:  Motion to approve by Reuter, second by Burk.  All aye. 

 

Correspondence: None.  

 

Public Comment: none 

 

Minutes:  Motion to approve the minutes of the December 21, 2021 meeting by Smith, 

second by Burk. All aye. 

 

Financial Reports: 

Accounts Payable: Significant purchases include the annual Ancestry.com 

Library Edition renewal, which is subsidized by the Friends of the Library. Enrich 

Iowa funding has been received so those funds are being expended on collection 

materials, particularly Vox Books. Mileage reimbursement was high due to staff 

using their own vehicles while the van was being repaired. Repairs were 

completed and paid for. Insurance has already reimbursed. Vazquez will be 

attending an ALA conference in January. Three staff members renewed their 

memberships to the Iowa Library Association. Motion to approve by Burk, 

seconded by Reuter. All aye.  

 

Account Balance: Little funding was received during the month. Payroll is 

tracking as expected. Annual insurance renewals were received and were slightly 

over budget. Vehicle line will continue to be over budget considering the repair 

costs and new tires for the van. Motion to accept by Burk, seconded by Smith. All 

aye.   

  

Director’s Report: The School-Public Library Card project continues to progress.  

Librarian I Donell Siegert retired in January. Clerk I Kathy Loewenberg is retiring 

in February. Clerk I David Green resigned his position effective January 31. The 

Librarian I and part time Clerk I positions have been posted. Collective 



 

 

bargaining will continue with another meeting. Programs will continue to be held 

virtually and in-person. Iowa Libraries Online Conference, with a session for 

trustees, will be held. Training for trustees is required for accreditation, an 

average of 3-5 hours per year is recommended.  

  

New Business:   

Public Hearing: FY23 Budget. Motion to open the public meeting by Burk, 

seconded by Reuter. All aye. The budget was adjusted from that which was 

approved in December to reflect a reduced population number for the city of 

Epworth. The board discussed library funding structure, member cities, the 

branch establishment policy, and budget publication schedules for the library and 

cities. The reduction in revenue from the budget approved in December is 

accommodated in the materials, software, and programming lines. All cities have 

been informed of their assessments for FY23. Motion to close the public hearing 

by Burk, seconded by Reuter. All aye.  

 

FY23 Budget: Motion to approve budget of $1,073,927 by Smith, seconded by 

Schneider. Five ayes, one abstention. Motion carried.  

 

Unfinished Business: 

Farley Branch Update: The Farley City Council heard the results of the initial 

planning process, public meetings, and community survey, from FEH on 

December 22. Vazquez is working to meet with the city administrator and new 

mayor. Late in the planning process, the idea of renovating the fire station, but 

that option has not been investigated by FEH. The library and city have been 

encouraged to apply for ARPA funds from the county, but that application should 

come from the City of Farley. Vazquez shared some of the proposed library 

locations and temporary space options.  

 

 

Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn by Reuter, seconded by Burk. All aye. Meeting 

adjourned at 6:41 PM. 

 

Next Meeting – Tuesday, February 15, 2022, 5:30 PM at Peosta.  

 

 


