
 

 

FRIENDS OF THE DUBUQUE COUNTRY LIBRARY 

MARCH 14, 2019 

Draft 

 

Present:  Ernie Akers, Mark Arnold, Jane Bechen, Janet Durham, Mary Groth, Christine Murphy, Mary 

Pfeiler, Linda Vavricek, Mike Wright 

 

President Jane Bechen called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Secretary’s Report:  Mike Wright made a correction regarding his report at the February meeting. The 

sentence should read: “Also lost the two year old copier /scanner/fax machine which was covered by 

insurance and has been replaced with a newer model at no additional charge.” Motion by Janet to 

approve; Mark second. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  Janet reported a $200 donation from American Trust. Balance in checking 

$2,481.21. Petty cash $30.08. Motion by Mary G to approve; Mark second. 

 

Director’s Report:  

Mike reported that Amanda Vazquez from Orange City, Iowa has been hired as the new assistant director. 

An offer has also been extended to a candidate for the adult services position. 

Painting was being finished this week when there was water on the floor caused by an ice dam on the 

roof. The drywall had to be replaced in that area. Carpet is expected to ship March 29, earlier than 

anticipated. Tentative move in date is the week of April 15. 

Books have been sorted. 800 were completely ruined. Other books have some damage but can be saved. 

The westerns, a very popular collection, has been decimated. These are popular books, and many are 

impossible to replace because of their age. Nonfiction collection also had significant damage, especially 

the gardening books. Insurance will cover the majority of the losses. The library will receive a check for 

50% and a second check for 40%. Electronic equipment was heavily damaged. The gates, which did not 

initially function, are now working. In the meantime, programs are being continued in other locations as 

possible. 

Mike will apply for a $3,000 grant from Alliant Energy. 

The Dubuque Fighting Saints had a benefit for the library without input from Mike. 500-600 books need 

to be sorted and a place to put them has to be found. They cannot be given away because they are public 

property. Possibly we could sell them at the plant sale. 

 

Old Business: 

Outreach Project: The work session has been postponed. 

Bring Back the Library Fundraiser, Friday, March 29 at The Meadows:  

Thrivent Financial Grant $250 - pork, tuna and buns from NICC catering 

Lime Rock Springs Pepsi - pop and water for 300 

HyVee Asbury- potato salad for 200 

Caseys- $50 gift card used for cookies 

Fareway Peosta- 10 - 20 pound bags of ice  

 

Mark will advertise the event on Community Showcase, Queen Bee Radio, and Radio Dubuque. 

Donations so far for Bring Back the Library: 

American Trust -$200 

Dupaco - $500 

Mary P will check with Farm Bureau 

Dubuque Bank and Trust - $250 



 

 

Jane met with the coordinator at the Meadows regarding the set up. Jane, Tom, and Mike will be there in 

the afternoon to hang sponsor banners and set up.  

Bechens will pick up the NICC order at 4:00.   Other job assignments are: 

Christine - powerpoint 

Janet - pick up helium balloons, greeter, accept donations, offer Friends bags to donors 

Linda - pick up ice at 1:00 and potato salad at 4:00, watch food tables and replenish as necessary 

Mark - pick up cookies, greeter 

Christine, Garrett P, Linda- clear tables 

Betty Weland has also offered to help 

Brochures will be ready to hand out. Friends tee shirts should be worn. 

 

Plant Sale:   

Jane did not apply for a Thrivent grant. Christine and Mary have pots, and Wagner Nursery will donate as 

many as we need. We will need to buy our own potting soil this year. 

Mike stated that there is an invasive species of earthworms in the area, and roots should be washed to 

eliminate them. They can be identified by their white bands. We will tell buyers if we’re asked about 

them. Ann will do the advertising. A motion was made by Mary P to allot $85 for this. Second Mary G. 

 

New Business: 

Grand Reopening will be held on a Saturday afternoon from 2:00-4:00 in mid to late May. We will serve 

hors d’oeuvres, small water bottles, and pop. Possible other snack ideas were discussed. 

The raffle will begin then so that we can sell tickets at the event. Mary P will apply for the gaming license 

for May 1-August 1. Motion by Mary P/ Janet second. Prizes for the raffle will be a Packers football, and 

iPad mini. Mike will ask for a TV from Managed Solutions. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:10 p.m. 

 

Linda Vavricek, Acting Secretary 

 

Next meeting:  Thursday, April 11 at the Farley branch, Drexler Middle School 

 

 

 

 

 

 


