
FRIENDS OF THE DUBUQUE COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT 
Peosta Branch at NICC 

MINUTES* 
February 14, 2019 

 

Present:  Ernie Akers, Mark Arnold, Jane Bechen, Janet Durham, Mary Groth, Christine Murphy, Ann Straley, Mike Wright 
Terrie Lenger, Outreach Representative 
 
President Jane Bechen called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

Secretary’s Report:  Motion by Janet to approve; Ernie, second,   Approved. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Janet Durham distributed copies of the Feb. Treasurer’s Report.  Balance in checking, $2,281.17; 
balance in petty cash, $30.80.  Two corrections:  Under Income, spelling of Langer to Lenger.  Under Expenditures, McD Grant to 
Ancestry.com.  Motion by Ann; second, Ernie.   Approved. 
Director’s Report:  

 Mike stated that the recovery from the flooding in the Asbury Branch caused by the bursting pipes will take a while.  The 
insurance adjustors for the City and the Library have been there; the deductible is $20,000 which reserves will cover.  The 
branch lost 7 computers, and 10-15% of the materials were wet.  Of that percentage, about 60% of them are salvageable 
while 40% are too water logged to be returned to the collection. Heavy losses in books were in LP and westerns with losses 
also in nonfiction, science fiction, and fiction.    Also, lost the two-year old copier/ scanner/fax machine which was covered 
by insurance and has been replaced with a newer model at no charge. Some fiberboard end panels were lost to water 
damage.  Conlon Construction has been at the Library this week doing demo; will drywall next week.  The point of origin 
engineer will be there next week.  The carpet has to be replaced.  Problem with this is finding enough carpet tiles in a 
suitable color and in a timely way.  This will take 6 weeks at best.  Mike is considering a commercial vinyl instead of carpet.  
The best case scenario for re-opening is two weeks; more likely to be 5-6 weeks.   

 Jane stated that County Board of Supervisor Ann McDonough called to ask that the Supervisors be kept informed and to 
offer their help.   

 Mike stated that CSPL has been very helpful, and that the staff at Asbury have been “terrific.” 

 Interviews for the Assistant Director take place next week with two excellent candidates.  Interviews for Terrie Lenger’s 
position will be done the following week with three possible candidates. 
Peosta clerk position remains open; hard to fill because of required hours to work and lower pay scale. 

Old Business: 
          Outreach Project:  Terrie stated that the waiting room reads’ stickers are done along with a handout to introduce the project.  
The participating branches will be Epworth, Farley, and Peosta.  We have a good supply of donated books.  Terrie stated that the 
Friends would need to put the stickers in the books; Jane said that we could do this at monthly meetings starting in March.  Mike 
requested that we wait to distribute the give-away books to the three waiting rooms when the replacement for Terrie is on the job.   
          Friends’ Brochure:  Project on hold until further notice.   
          Fundraisers for 2019: 
             Plant Sale—May 4 
             Summer Raffle—late May-late August 
             Roshek’s Holiday Silent Auction--November 
             Kennedy Mall gift wrapping--December 
 
New Business: 
          Asbury Branch—Bring Back the Library Fundraiser:  Jane suggested that we do a fundraiser to encourage donations to help 

with the damage to the Asbury Branch from the leaking pipes.  She proposed a free meal for 200 consisting of pork sandwiches, 

chips, small cookies; the caterer can do this for $284.  Will ask for donations of water or soda from Sam’s and Casey’s.  Will try to 

hold the event in March at the Meadows.  Other considerations were the Eagles, the community room at Hy-Vee, and the Pub Room 

at the Residences. Mary G. asked that the publicity emphasize the “water” damage to materials and equipment.  Lisa and Jane will 

work on a poster and other publicity. Mike voiced concern about getting coverage from the Telegraph Herald.   Ernie suggested 

inviting KCRG-TV to do a story on the renovation and the March event.   Mike also wants to do a “Grand Re-Opening” when the 

branch is ready for public use. 



           Plant Sale: Saturday, May 4:  Set up at 7:00 a.m.; sales open at 8:00 a.m.  Atrium (reserved) in the event of rain.   Question as 

to whether to use Thrivent Action Team Grant or cover expenses from Friends’ funds.  Will need pots, soil, and money for publicity 

(est. $85).  Members agreed to work on getting pots ready; Ann will do publicity for the sale. 

            Volunteer Assistance: Mike requested some volunteer help at the Asbury Branch on Tuesday, March 19.  Jane and Ann 

volunteered to help.   

Adjourn:  Meeting adjourned at 7:07 p.m. 

Ann Niday Straley, Secretary 

Next meeting: Thursday, March 14 at the Epworth Branch at 6:00 p.m.   

Thursday, April 11 at the Farley Branch at the Drexler Middle School at 6:00 p.m. 
Thursday, May 9 at the Asbury Branch at 6:00 p.m. 
Thursday, June 13 at the Peosta Branch at NICC at 6:00 p.m. 
 

*Minutes in DRAFT form pending review and approval at the March meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


