
 

 

Friends of the Dubuque County Library 

Farley Branch, Drexler Middle School 

August 8, 2019 

Minutes* 

 
Present:  Mark Arnold, Jane Bechen, Janet Durham, Mary Groth, Caroline Lundberg, 

Christine Murphy, Mary Pfeiler, Amanda Vasquez, Linda Vavricek, Mike Wright 

 

Secretary’s Report:  Motion to approve by Janet; second Mary G. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Raffle proceeds were $877.00. Ending balance $3,839.84. Petty 

cash $30.08. Motion to approve by Mary P; second Caroline. 

 

Director’s Report: 

Library received $25,000 insurance check; another check likely. Damage estimates 

were $45,000 for contents and $70,000 for building (city of Asbury). Deductible was 

$20,000. 

Received notice that library is up for accreditation. Board of Trustees are responsible 

for updating bylaws. Recent addition to board, Moham Ganesan, resigned due to move 

out of state. 

1,340 summer registrations, up significantly from previous year. Mike credited Kayla 

and Jenn for their work on this. 

Many telephone problems reported since storm earlier this summer. Working to fix 

them. 

Grant from McDonough Foundation is being used to cover data plans for internet hot 

spots from Verizon. Cost is $39.99 per hot spot each month. Verizon will replace them 

yearly or if damaged. Check out will be one week. 

Library has transitioned to fine-free. Patrons are given a 7 day grace period and then 

accounts are locked.  

Latisha Sand has been hired to work as a part-time clerk in Asbury, but she will cover 

at other branches as needed. 

 

Old Business: 

Raffle Evaluation: Drawing was held August. There was positive feedback for the change 

to having prize options. Apple iPad was most popular choice. 

Friends Book Bag Purchase:  Jane ordered 300 but hasn’t received the bill. 

Friends shirts: Next month we should be able to make our choices online. 

Donation from Hormel:  Caroline has presented a $500 donation from her employer, 

Hormel. 

Theisen’s Grant: Grant for $4,000 has been submitted. Proceeds would be used to 

purchase items for the maker space, including sewing and embroidery machines and 

coding and 3D printer supplies. 



 

 

Parade Evaluations:  Library took part in Farley and Epworth parades. Mary G. reported 

that Epworth needed more candy. 

 

New Business: 

Bookmarks: Jane ordered 1,000 of the newly redesigned bookmarks from Heritage 

Printing. The cost will be $345.  

Parades: Mike and Jim Pfeiler will be at the Holy Cross parade on August 10.  Mike and 

Linda will be at the Peosta parade on August 24. Halloween parade will be discussed next 

month. 

Volunteer Appreciation: Event tentatively planned for November. Brief discussion of 

ideas for favors and appreciation note to attach. Caroline volunteered to research a speech 

thanking volunteers for their service. 

Game: Mary G. donated the game Epworthopoly for use in the library. It will be added to 

the game collection for game nights. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 6:51p.m. Motion by Caroline,;second Mary P. 

 

*Minutes in Draft form pending review and approval at September meeting. 

 

Linda Vavricek, Acting Secretary 

 

Next Meeting: September 12 at Asbury branch at 6:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


