
 

 

FRIENDS OF THE DUBUQUE COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT 
ASBURY BRANCH 

MINUTES* 
SEPTEMBER 13, 2018 

 
PRESENT:  Ernie Akers, Jane Bechen, Janet Durham, Mary Pfeiler, Linda Vavricek, 
Ann Straley, Mike Wright. 
Visitors:  Bill  Burns, Mark Arnold 
 
President Jane Bechen called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 Introductions of members and visitors were made. 
 
SECRETARY’S REPORT:  Mike asked that the August minutes under the Director’s 
Report show that the person who resigned at Holy Cross was a clerk not a librarian.  
Motion by Janet to approve as amended; second, Ernie.  Approved. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Treasurer Janet Durham distributed copies of the treasurer’s 
report.  The raffle made a profit of $555.11 which is down from the 2017 raffle which 
made $1,152.00.  The checking account has a balance of $6,749.02; petty cash, $30.08. 
Motion by Ann to approve the Treasurer’s Report; second, Linda.  Approved. 
 
Mike requested that Janet write a check ($4,000) for the McDonough Grant to the 
Library for the maker cabinets.  Mike passed around pictures of the cabinets which 
were made by a local cabinet making firm, Dolphin Custom Cabinets.  They are in three 
sizes.  The larger cabinets will be in at the Asbury and Epworth branches; the mid-size 
cabinets will be in Farley and Peosta; the smaller cabinet will be in Holy Cross.  
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT:  

 Mike announced that the DCLD is now serving the Hawkeye residential care facility 
with the delivery of materials to their facility.  This was formerly Heritage Manor which 
was served by Carnegie-Stout Public Library. The DCLD provides a similar service to 
Luther Manor west campus. 

 The story teller position is still open and needs to be filled as soon as possible. The 
clerk position at the Peosta Branch is also vacant. 



 The Library’s e-mail server has been problematic over the past three weeks.  Mike is 
looking for a new e-mail service. 

 Mike leaves on vacation Wednesday, September 19 and will be at the Iowa Library 
Association meeting after that, so will be out of the Library most of the rest of 
September. 

 Circulation hit a new high at 135,000 items for the last fiscal year.  The largest growth 
was in e-books and downloadables. 

OLD BUSINESS; 

Summer Raffle Results and Parades: See the Treasurer’s Report above for the results of 
the summer raffle.  Will discuss in spring whether we want to continue this or take a 
break. Mary suggested that we rethink grouping the prizes by age categories or 
allowing people to sign up for individual prizes rather than one raffle ticket for 
everything. 

Two more parades were done with the van and other participants in Peosta and Holy 
Cross.  There is one more parade this year; that is the Halloween Parade in Asbury 
which will be on Oct. 26.  We will have a presence in that parade as well. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Thankful for Volunteers Night:  This event which recognizes volunteers will be held on 
Thursday, November 8 from 5:00-7:00 p.m. at the Asbury Branch. Jane will apply for a 
Thrivent grant to help fund this.  Jane distributed sample invitations and a proposed 
menu. (Copies attached to permanent minutes.)  The menu will be heavy appetizers 
from NICC catering. We will furnish lemonade and water. The Friends will be hosting, 
so we need workers to help set up and take down. The program which is a power point 
of Friends’ and volunteers’ work for the DCLD five branches is being put together by 
Christine and Mary P.  Mike is in charge of gifts; he suggested a small gift of chocolate, 
Mary P. will check with a person she knows who makes chocolates that can be put in a 
small bag.  We will also give each volunteer a Friends’ book bag.  Motion by Mary P. to 
approve the invitation and the menu; second, Ernie.  Approved. 

Brochure:  This will replace the Friends’ bookmarks.  The sample presented was a tri-
fold with basic information about the libraries.  These will be distributed by the City 
Hall in each branch town to new residents along with a book bag.  Suggestion to use a 
heavier paper and to utilize the space not used with branch information and maybe 
pictures of the front of each branch.  Deadline for this is prior to November 8 so that 
we can have them at the volunteer appreciation event. 



Roshek’s Holiday Silent Auction:  Jane displayed a picture of a tree that she and Tom 
are donating.  Mary P. will donate her barbed wire, lighted snowman.  Opening night 
for the auction and display of items is November 20.   

Kennedy Mall Gift Wrapping:  We have two days for wrapping—Friday, December 21 
and Saturday, December 22 from 2:00-close.  We will be allowed to store our supplies 
under the table overnight.  O’Connor-English who handles the Library property 
insurance will cover the $80 insurance required by the Mall.  Last year we made $726 
wrapping gifts.  We will use Survey Monkey to sign up volunteers. 

Farley Library Update: The City of Farley is building a new  City Hall, Police Station, and 
Library.  The plan is to build this in phases with City Hall coming first and the library 
being built later.  Mike, Jane, and Ann attended a meeting with council members, the 
architect, engineers and other county people in Farley on Monday, September 10.  
Mike wants to move ahead on this and fundraise for the library soon.  The group 
agreed to allow the architect to move forward on a design plan for the library. Mike 
pointed out that the Friends can apply for grants and help do a capital campaign for a 
library which is easier to sell to potential donors than a City Hall or Police Station.  
Possible grants are from the Carver Trust, McElroy Trust, and Vision Iowa.  The Friends 
also have a 501(C)3. 

Questions and Comments:  Bill Burns expressed an interest in the fundraising part of the 
Farley Branch.  He asked if it was possible to send out e-mail blasts of upcoming events or 
library news.   He suggested that we do a montage of the library fronts of each branch for a 
poster or banner display. Ann suggested that this idea could also be used on the new 
brochure.  Questioned the relationship between the County Library and Carnegie-Stout 
Public Library.  Mike replied that they have separate governance but that the arrangement 
is working well with good cooperation. 

Adjourn: 7:25 p.m. 

 

Next meeting:  Thursday, October 11 at the Peosta Branch at NICC a 6:00 p.m. 

Thursday, November 8 at the Epworth Branch at 6:00 p.m. 

Thursday, December 13 at the Farley Branch at the Drexler Middle School at 6:00 p.m. 

Ann N. Straley, Secretary 

*Minutes in DRAFT form pending review and approval at the October meeting. 



 


